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(Continued from page 190.) 


Thus awfully complete and severe beyond example, 
were the calamities which befel the Jewish nation, and 
especially the city of Jerusalem. With what truth, 
then, did our Lord declare, that there should ‘ be 
great tribulation, such as was nol since the beginning of 
the world, no, nor ever shall be!? Mat, xxiv. 21.-- 
Such was the predic/ion;: the language in which Jose- 
phus declares its fu/filment is an exact counterpart to 
it: “If the misfortunes,’ says he, ** of all uations, 
from the beginning of the world, were compared with 
‘those which befel the Jews, they would appear far less 
in comparison ;” and again, ** No other city ever suffer- 
ed such things, as no other generation, from the begin- 
ning of the world, was ever more fruitful in wicked- 
ness.” 
that all things which are written (especially by Moses, 
Joel, and Daniel,) might be fulfilled... Luke xxi. 22. 
Nor were the calamities of this ill-fated nation even 
now ended ; for there were still other places to subdue ; 
and our Lord bad thus predicted, ** wheresoever the 
earcase is, (here will the eagles be gathered together.” 
Mat. After the destruction of Jerusalem 
sercufeen hundred Jews who surrendered at Macherus 
were slain, and of fugitives not lessthan /hree thousand 
inthe wood of Jardes. Titus having marched his army 
to Caesarea, he there, with great splendor, celebrated 


These were, indeed, ** the days of vengeance,” 


xuiv. 28. 


the birth-day of his brother Domitian; and according 
fo the barbarous manner of those times, punished many 
Jews in honor of it. The number who were burnt, 
and who fell by fighting with wild beasts, and in mutu- 
al combats, exceeded tivo thousand fire hundred. At 
the siege of Massada, Eleazer, the commander, instigat- 
ed the garrison to burn their stores, and to destroy first 
the women and children, and then themselves. Dread- 
ful as it is to relate, this horrid design was execnted.— 
They were in number nine hundred and sizty. Ten 
were chosen to perform the bloody work: the rest sat 
on the ground, and embracing their wives and children, 
stretched out their necks to the sword: one was after- 
wards appointed to destroy the remaining nine, and 


then himself The survivor, when he had- looked 


rovnd to see that all were slain, set fire to the place, | 


and plunged Lis sword into his own bosom. Neverthe- 
Jess, two women and five children successfully con- 
cealed themselves, and witnessed the whole transac- 
tion. When the Romans advanced to the attack in 
the morning, one of the women gave them a distinct 
account of this melancholy affair, and struck them with 
amazement at the contempt of death which had been 
displayed by the Jews. After thie event, if we except 
the transitory insurrection of the Sicarii, under Jona- 
than, all oppositicn on the part of the Jews every 
where ceased. It was the submission of impotence and 
despair. The peace that ensued was the effect of di- 
rect necessity. The rich territory of Judea was con- 
verted into a desolate waste. Every where ruin and 
desolation presented itself fo the solitary passenger, 
and a melancholy and death-like silence reigned over 
the whole region. 

The mournful and desolate condition of Judea, at 
this time, is exactly described by the prophet Isaiah, 
in the following passage of his prophecy: ** The cities 
were wasted without inhabitant, and the houses with- 


out aman, acd the land was alterly deselate, aud the | miracle. 


NO. 49. 











Lord had removed men far away, aud there was a great 
forsaking in the midst of the land,” Isa. vi. 11, 12. 

The catastrophe which has now been reviewed, can- 
not but be deemed one of the most extraordinary that 
has happened since the foundation of the world; and 
as it has pleased the A.miGurTy to make it the subject 
of a very large proportion of the prophecies, both of 
the Jewish and Christian scriptures, so he has ordained 
that the particular events which accomplished them 
should be recorded, with very remarkable precision, 
and by a man most singularly preserved,* qualified, and 
circumstanced for this purpose. But with respect to 
this latter point, he shall speak for himself:—** At 
Grst,” says Josephus, “I fought against the Romans, 
but was afterwards forced lo be present in the Roman 
camp. At the time I surrendered, Vespasian and Titus 
kept me io bonds, but obliged me to attend them con- 
tingally. Afterwards | was set at liberty, and accom- 
panied Titus when he came from Alexandriat the 
siege of Jerusalem. During this time nothing was 
done which escaped my knowledge. What happened in 
the Roman camp f saw, and wrole down carefully. As 
to the information the deserters brought out of the ci- 
ty, Iwas the only man thal understoodit. Afterwards 
I got leisure at Rome; and when alJ my materials were 
prepared, I procured the help of one to assist me in 
writing Greek, ‘Thus | composed the history of those 
transactions, and I appealed both to Titus and Vespa- 
sinn for the truth of it; to which also Julius Archelaus, 
Herod, and king Agrippa, bore their testimony.” All 
remark here is needless ; but it should not be forgotton, 
that Josephus was a Jew, obstinately attached to his 
religion; and that, although he has circumstantially 
related every remarkable event of that period, he seems 
studiously to have avoided such as had any reference 
to Jesus Christ, whose history, and even the genuine- 
ness of this is disputed, he sums up in about twelve 
lines. No one, therefore, can reasonably entertain a 
suspicion, that the service be has rendered to Chris- 
tianity, by his narrative of the transactions of the Jew- 
ish war, was at all the design. The fidelity of Jose- 
phus, as an historian, is, indeed, universally admitted , 
and Scaliger even affirms, that, not only in the affairs 
of the Jews, but in those of foreign nations also, he de- 
serves more credit than all the Greek and Roman wri- 
ters put together. 

Nor is the peculiar character of Titus, the chief com- 
mander in this war, unworthy of our particular regard. 








{ 
| 


Vespasian, his father, had risen out of obscurity, and | 


was elected emperor, contrary to his avowed inclina- 
tion, about the commencement of the conflict; and 
thus the chief command devolved upon Titus, the most 
|unlikely man throughout the Roman armies to become 
a scourge to Jerusalem. Ile was eminently distin- 
guished for his great tenderness and humanity, which 
he dieplayed in a variety of instances during the siege. 
He repeatedly made pacific overtures to the Jews, and 
deeply lamented the infatuation that rejected them.— 


| 
/ 


der could de, to epare them, and to preserve their city 
and temple, but without effect. Thus was the will of 


| rendered more conspicuously evident. 








* Three several times his life was preserved by a! 


‘ 





The history of the Jews, subsequently to the time of 
Josephus, still further corroborates the trath of eur Sa- 
viour’s prophecies concerning that oppressed and per- 
secuted people. Into this inquiry, however, the lim- 
its of the present essay will not allow us to enter par- 
ticularly. Our Lord foretold, generally, that they 
should ‘* fall by the edge of the sword, and be Jed away 
captive into all nations; and that Jerusalem should be 
trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the 
Gentiles should be fulfilled; Luke xxi. 24, and these 
predictions may be regarded as a faithful epitome of 
the circumstances of the Jews and also of their city, 
from the period in which it was delivered, down even 
to our own times. 

In order to demonstrate the accomplishment of these 
predictions, we appeal, therefore, to universal history, 
and to every country under heaven. 

**In the reign of Adrian,” says Bishop Newton, 
** nine hundred and eighly five of their best towns were 
sacked and demolished, fire hundred and eighty thou- 
sand men fell by the sword, in battle, besides an infi- 
nite multitude who perished by famine, and sickness, 
and fire; so that Judea was depopulated, and an al- 
most incredible number of every age and of each sex, 
were sold like horses, and dispersed over the face of the 
earth.” (Newton, vol, ii. diss. xviii.) The war which 
gave rise to these calamities happened about-sixty-four 
years after the destruction of Jerusalem ; during which 
time the Jews had greatly multipliedinJudea. About 
fifty years after the latter event. linus Adrian built a 
new city on Mownt Calvary, and called it Alia, after 
his own name; but no Jew was suffered to come near 
it. He placed in it a heathen colony, and erected a 
temple to Jupiter Capitolinus, on the ruins of the tem- 
ple of Jehovab. This event contributed greatly to pro- 
voke the sanguinary war to which we have just alluded. 
The Jews afterwards burnt the new city; which Ad- 
rian, however, rebuilt, and re-established the colony. 
‘In contempt of the Jews, he ordered a marble statute 
of a sow to be placed over ils principal gate, and pro- 
hibited them entering the city uncer pain of death, and 
forbade them even to look at it froma distance. He 
also ordered fairs to be held annually for the sale of 
caplive Jews, and banished such as dwelt in Canaan 
into Egypt. Constantine greatly improved the city, 
and restored to it the name of Jerusalem; but still he 
did not permit the Jews to dwell there. To punich an 
attempt to recover the possession of their capital, he 
| ordered their ears to be cut off, their bodies to be mark- 
ed as rebels, and dispersed them thgough all the pro- 
vinces of the empire as vagabonds and slaves. Jovian 
having revived the severe edicts of Adrian, which Ju- 
lian had suspended, the wretched Jews even bribed the 
soldiers with money, for the priviledge only of behold- 
ing the sacred ruins of their city ond temple, and weep- 
ing over them, which they were peculiarly solicitous to 
do on the anniversary of that memorable day, on 
which they were taken and destroyed by the Romans, 





In short, he did every thing which a military comman- | 
‘tions, this ill-fated people have been constantly perse- 


‘cuted, enslaved, conteamed, barrassed, and oppressed; 


God accomplished by the agency, although contrary to | ban 
the wish, of Titus; and his predicted interposition, to, 


punish his rebellious and opostate people, in this way ; * a 
lsia, Syria, Palestine, and Egypt; aud in Germany, 


‘Hungary, France, and Spain. 


In short, during every successive age and ip all wa- 


ished from one country to another, ond abused in 
all; while countless multitades have, at different per- 
iods, been barbarously massacred, porticularly in Per- 


The undisputed facts are, that Jerusmlem bas nog 
since been in possession of the Jews, but has been sug 
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vessively occupied by the Romans, Arabic Saracens, 
Franks, Mamalues, and Jastly by the Turks, who now 
possess if. It has never regained its former distinction 
and prosperity. It has always been trodden down. — 
The eagles of idolatrous Rome, the creseent of Mahom- 
et, and the banner of Popery, bave by turns been dis- 
played amidst the ruins of the sanctuary; and a Ma- 
homedan mosque, to the extent of a mile in circumfer- 
ance, now covers the spot where the Temple formerly 
stood. The territory of Judea, then one of the most 
fertile countries on the globe, has for more than seren- 
feen hundred years continued a desolate waste. The 
Jews themselves, still miracuously preserved a distinct 
people, are, as we see, scatterred over the whole earth, 
invigorating the faith of the christian, flashing convic- 
tion in the face of the infidel, and constituting an uni- 
versal, permanent, and invincible evidence of the truth 
of Christianity. 

In order to invalidate this evidence, the apostate em- 
peror Julian, impelled by a spirit of enmity against the 
Christians, about A. D. 363, made an attempt to re- 
build the city and temple of Jerusalem, and to recall 
the Jews to their own country. He assigned immense 
sums for the execution of this great design, and com- 
manded Alypius of Antioch (who had formerly served 
as a lieutenant in Britain) to superintend the work, and 
the governor of the province to assist him therein, But 
(says Ammianus Marcellints) ** whilst they urged with 
vigor and diligence the execution of the work, horrible 
balls of fire, breaking out near the foundation, with 
frequent and reiterated attacks, rendered the place, 
from time to time, inaccessible to the scorched and 
blasted workmen; and the victorious element contin- 
tinuing in this manner obstinately & resolutely bent,as it 
were, to drive them toa distance, the undertaking was 
abandoned.” Speaking of this event, even Gibbon, 
who is notorious for his scepticism, acknowledges, that 
*“*an earthquake, a whirlwind, and a fiery eyuption, 
which overturned and scattered the new fuundations of 
the Temple, are attested, with some variations, by con- 
temporary and respectable evidence, by Ambrose bish- 
op of Milan, Chrysostom, and Gregory Nazianzen, the 
latter of whois published bis account before the expi- 
ration of the same year.”** To these may be added 
the names of Zemuch David, a Jew (who confesses 
that ‘* Julian was hindered by God in the attempt,’’) 
of Roffinus a Latin, of Theodoret and Sozomen among 
the orthodox, of Philostorgius an Arian, and of Socrates 
a favorite of the Novatians, who all recorded the same 
wonderful interposition of Providence, while the eye- 
wilnesses of the fact were yet living. The words of 
Sozomen to this purport are remarkable: * If it seem 
yet incredible (says he) to any one, he may repair both 
to witnesses of it yet living, and to them who have 
heard it from their mouths; yet, they may view the 
foundations, lying yet bare and naked.” Besides, it 
may be added, that no other reason has ever been al- 
leged why Julian should abandon his magnificent but 
impious design. 

Thus was this celebrated Emperor “ taken in his 
ewn craftiness,” and his presumptuous attempt to frus- 
trate the plans, and falsify the declarations of infinite 
OmniPoTENnce and Wispom, converted into a new and 
striking evidence of their certainty and truth.t 

We shall now proceed to reply to two or three Ob- 
jections which may be rashly opposed to the impregna- 
ble argumen which the preceding account furnishes in 
defence of our religion. 

I. It may be alleged, that the prophecies, whose ful- 
flment has been demonstrated, were not written until 
afler the events, to which they refer, were past. 

Assertion is not proof; and even a conjecture to this 
effect, in the face of the historic testimony, and gener- 





* Decline and Fall, vol. 4, 8vo. page 107, 


t This subject is discussed at length with singular 
ingenuity and force of argument by the learned bishop 
Warburten, in his work entitled Julian. 


al sentiment of seventeen ages, would be ridiculous. — 
On the faith, then, of all antiquity, we affirm, that the 
Gospels containing these predictions were written be- 
fore the destruction of Jerusalem, and we confirm this 
assertion by particular proof. The Gospel of St. Mat- 
thew, who died previously fo (hat eveni, supposed to 
have been written about eight years after the ascension 
of our Saviour, was published before the dispersion of 
the apostles ; for Eusebius says, that St. Bartholomew 
took a copy of it with him to India; and the dispersion 
of the opostles took place within twelve years after the 
ascension of ovr Lord. St. Mark must have written his 
gospel et the latest in the time of Nero, for he died in 
the eighth year of that emperor's reign. The gospel by 
St. Luke was written before the Acts, as the first ver- 
ses of that narrative prove; and the Acts were written 
before the death of Paul, for they carry down his his- 
tory only to A. D. 63; whereas he was not crucified 
until the 12th of Nero, the very year before the Jewish 
warcommenced. Of Luke's death the time is uncer- 


‘tain. As to the Evangelist John, he both lived and 


wrote after the destruction of Jerusalem ; out then, as 
if purposely to prevent this very cavil, his Gospel does 
not record the prophecies which foretold it! Learned 
men, indeed, differ with regard to the precise year in 
which the Evangelists Matthew, Mark, and Luke wrote 
their respective Gospels; but they universally agree, 
that they were both written and published before the 
destruction of Jerusalems As to the Gospel by St. 
John, some are of opinion that it was written before, 
and some after that event. 

I]. If it be objected, that, although the gospel nar- 
ratives might be written and published before the de- 
struction of Jerusalem, yet that the predictions relating 
to that event may be subsequent interpolations ; we 
reply, that this cannot but be considered as a prepos- 
terious supposition, because those predictions are not 
confined to the particular chapters to which we have 
referred, but are closely and inseparably interwoven 
with the general texture of the history—because the 
character of the style is uniform—becanse there is no 


allusion, in conformity to the practice of the sacred his- | 
torians, to the fulfilment of these prophecies (Vide, | 


particularly, Acts xi. 28.)—because such an attempt 
must have destroyed the cause it professed to serve, 
and lastly, because ** no upbeliever of the primitive 
times, whether Jew or Gentile, when pressed, as both 
frequently were, by this prophecy, appear to have had 
recourse to the charge of forgery or interpolation.”— 
It may be added also, that, in modern times, no dis- 
tinguished unbeliever (not even the arch-infidels Vol- 
taire and Gibbon) has had the temerity so much as to 
insinuate a charge of this nature. 

Ill. It may be alleged, that the accomplishment of 
our Lord’s predictions relative to the destruction of 
Jerusalem, ought not to be deemed supernatural, inas- 
much as the distreeses of all great cities, during a siege, 
are similar, end because it is probable that, some time 


or other, such should be the fate of every city of this | 


description ; and that since the obstinecy of the Jews 
was great, and their fortifications strong, when war did 
come, Jerusalem was more likely to suffer under that 
form of it than any ether. 

In answer to this objection, we reimark, that it was 
not merely foretold that Jerusalem was to be destroy- 
ed, but that it was to be destroyed by the Romans : 
and soit was. But was this then a likely event?— 
When our Lord delivered his predictions, Judea was 
already completely in their hands. Was it a probable 
thing that it should be desolated by its own masters? 








Or was it a natural thing that they*should be indiffer- 
ent to the revenue which was derived from a country 
so populous and so fertile? Again, was it likely that 
this petty province should provoke the wrath, and de- 
fy the power, of the universal empire? Or was it tobe 
supposed that the mistress of the world, irresistible to 
all nations, instead of controlling, should deem it wor- 


ythy of her w/ferly to exterminate a state comparatively 


+ 7 — 
so insignificant? Or did it accord wiin the disposit 


i 


io 
or custom of the Romans, like Goths, to demitia 
buildings famed for their antiquity and magnificence? 
Rather was it not to have been expected that they 
would preserve them, to maintain the renown and glo. 
ry of their empire? Nevertheless, as we have seen, 
they did destroy them, and even the illustrious Temple 
of Jerusalem, the chief ornament of Asia, and the won. 
der of the world. Bot it was predicted that “ thus it 
must be 3°? and therefore Titus himself, with all his au. 
thority and exertions, could nol preserve it, 
(To be continued.) 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





ORDINATION, 

On Wednesday, the 2ist inst. Br. Bexsaniin Wan 
TEMORE was ordained to the Pastore) care of the Uni- 
versalist Society in Scituate, Mass. The public serve 
ces, on this occasion, were performed as follows: 

Introductory Prayer, by Br. Thomas Whittemore of 
Cambridge. 

Sermon, by Br. Hosea Ballou, of Boston: Text, 2 
Tim. ii. 23, 24, 25, ** But foolish and unlearned gues- 
tions avoid, knowing that they do gender strifes. And 
the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle 
unto all men, apt to teach, patient; in meekness in- 
structing those that oppose themselves.” 

Ordaining Prayer, by Br. Hosea Ballou, 2d. of Roz- 
bury. 

Delivery of the Scriptures and Charge by Br. Seth 
Stetson, of Plymouth. 

Right Hand of Fellowship, by Er. Thomas Whitte- 
more. 

Concluding Prayer, by Br. William Morse, of Shitr- 
ley, Mass. ; 

The day was uncommonly fine ; and a crowded and- 
ience manifested, by its Gxed attention, a deep interest 
in the solemnities. 

The following are the Charge and Declaration of 
Fellowship delivered on the occasion. 


CHARGE, 
BY THE REY. SETH STETSON, OF PLYMOUTH. 


In performing the part assigned me on this intered- 
ing occasion, in delivering to you the scriptures, per- 
mit me to state briefly some reasons, why the Bible 
should be received as a revelation from God; and the 
manner in which it should be searched, and dispersed 
so as fo promote the object for which it was designed, 
the good of mankind. 

1. A revelation, containing the mind of God, re- 
specting the duty and destination of man is very desi- 
rable. Every rational creature has a desire for happi- 
ness implanted iu his nature; and of consequence he 
must desire fo know how he may obtain it. Ae all 
must leave this state of existence, it is desirable to 
know whether we shall live in another state, and how 
we may be prepared to enjoy it. The Bible answers 
these purposes, 

2. There are a variety of religions in our world.— 
A Jarge number of learned and respectable men, have 
compared the various religions, and contend that the 
christian is the best. Now it isthe part of wisdom to 
choose the best. Whatever good things may be found 
in other systems, the christian system is the most per 
fect, excellent and complete. This is a good reasom 
why it should be embraced and followed, in preference 
to any other. 

3. <A multitude of the wisest and best of men ia 
every age, and in different countries, have received the 
Bible as the rule of their faith and practice. The 
Jews and Christians, who first embraced the Old ond 
New Testaments as divine communications, had a good 





oppertunity to know whether it were (ruth or errot 











ge “ : 
which they received. Great pains have been taken, by 


jearned and pious christians, to examine the founda- 
tion of their faith and hope; and they have been con- 
yinced beyond all doubt, that the Bible contains a re- 
yelation from God to men. On this foundation, thou- 
sands and millions, have found consolat.on and support 
ender the afflictions and troubles of life, and a patient 
temper, and a joyfal hope in the solemn and trying 
Hour of death. 

4. The harmony of sentiment manifest among the 
writers, who were men of different capacities, times and 
circumstances, proves that they were all led by the 
same spirit. The penmen of the Bible succeeded each 
other, through a period of fifteen hundred years. Some 
were kings or priests, others shepherds or fishermen ; 
of diferent natural talents and education. They wrote 
laws, history, poetry, prophecy, proverbs and parables, 
yet they all give the same view of the character, works 
and will of God: The same view of the nature, obliga- 
tion, and destiny of man. 

5. The miracles performed by Moses and the pro- 
phets, by Christ and his apostles, in confirmation of 
their testimony, in sight of friends and enemies, in the 
most public munner are weighty evidence of their being 
taught and sent of God. Isee not how any one can 
doubt the divine mission of Moses, who seriously con- 
riders the signs and wonders wrought in Egypt, in the 
Red Sea, end in the wilderness. The Jews, for ages 
prst, are a Cloud of witnesses to testify to the (ruth of 
ihe miracles performed for their nation. The preser- 
vation of the Jews in their dispersed state is a standing 
wiracle, And christians for eighteen centuries, have 
borne witness to the truth of the miracles performed hy 
Christ and his apostles. Multitudes could testify to 
the deach and resurrection of our Lord. ‘The first dis- 
ciples were fally convinced that Jesus, who was cruci- 
fied actually rose from the dead by his appearing, from 
fime to time, eating, drinking, and conversing with 
them. God confirmed the same, by giving his spirit to 
enable them to preach the gospel in all languages, per- 
form sigus and wonders, to convince and convert thou- 
sands, in a short time, to the faith of Clirist, in the face 
9/ persecution, imprisonmeut and death. 


6. The prophecies recorded in the Bible, which 
vave been fulfilling through ages past up to the present 
time, show us that God revealed them to holy men of 
old. The predictions in the Old Testament concern- 
ing the Messiah, with their exact accomplishment in 
the new, prove that they were penned by men taught 
of God. The prophecies respecting the Jews in their 
dispersed state, the desolation of Ninevah, the destruc- 
tion of Babylon-; that Tyre should be a place to dry 
nets, and Egypt a base kingdom, show very clearly that 
he who sees ibe end from the beginning, revealed these 
things to his prophets. 


7. Proof is derived, that the Bible is from God, from 
the character ascribed to Jehovah in the scriptures, as 


a being infinite in wisdom, power, and goodness, the | joy set before him endured the cross, despising the | 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
wisdom that speaks to the heart. A bad life is the on- 
ly grand objection to this book.” 

The perfection of the christian system proves it is 
not the invention of men. 

9. The good effects produced in a multitude of in- 
stances by means of this book, by enlightening the ig- 
norant, in reclaiming the vicious, in transforming mul- 
titudes of careless worldly-minded men, into virtuous, 
sober, meek and humble followers of Jesus Christ, is 
proof of its divinity. The Bible makes known all those 
truths, duties, and comforts that a rational being like 
inan, can desire or need to know. 

10. Once more, this book speaks to the reason and 
conscience of men; and every one, who will seriously 
' set himself to study its contents, will find a witness in 
himself, testifying surely this is true; this is divine.— 
Even the folly, and wickedness of mankind, is very 
justly in this book represented. 
wicked, unrighteous spirit can Gnd fault with, or neg- 
lect the wise, tle gooc, the pure, the wholesome, the 
lovely and glorious, the joyful and comforting truths 
jand duties, invitations aud promises revealed in the 
scriptures. 





‘** Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way ? 
| By taking heed thereunto according to thy word,"— 
| Psalms cxix. 9. — 

“* My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide 
my commandments with thee, so that thou incline thine 





‘ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to understand- 
‘ing, yea, if thou criest after knowledge and liftest up 
| thy voice for understanding : if thou seekest her as sil- 
| yer and searchest for her, as for hid treasure, then shalt 
thou understand the fear of the Lord; and find the 
knowledge of God.”’— Prov. ii. 1—5. 

The manner in which the scriptures should be 
searched, so as best to improve your own mind, and to 
edify your hearers, | would say, is (o read them serious- 
ly, prayerfully, diligently, and thoroughly. For all 
scripture is profitable, in a greater or lees degree, for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness; that the man of God may be perfect, 
thoroughly furnished unto all good works. Strive then 
to be like apostles, mighty in the scriptures. Then 
you will learn how the antient patriarchs and prophets 
taught, suffered, and walked with God like Enoch; 
; preached righteousness Jike Noah, and suffered Jike 
| Abel and Zacharias. Then you may experience the 
| success and consolation of a Peter on the day of Pen- 
| tecost; a Philip in the city of Samaria; and a Paul 
from Jerusalem, and round about unto Ilyricum.— 
‘Then you may be an able minister of the New-Testa- 
ment, and happily instrumental of turning many to 
righteousness, who sball be your crown of rejoicing, 
and shine as the stars for ever and ever. 

My dear Brother,—In giving you the charge, I need 
only to say to you, behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world. Ever looking unto 
| Jesus the author and finisher of our faith, who for the 








Lord God merciful and gracious, the Father of the | shame, follow the Captain of salvation, by learning of 
epirits of all flesh, most blessed and glorious in all per-| him to be meek and lowly of heart. Consider him 


fection, 
Being, wortby the love, reverence, and worship of ra- 


Every attribute that can render the supreme | who endured such contradiction of sinners against 
If 


himself, Jest ye be weary end faint in your mind. 


tional creatures, is represented as belonging to the God | you would be a fisher of men, you must follow Christ, 


of the Bible. 
8. The tendency of the bible to make men wise, just 
and good, shows its divine origin. This book requires 


who said to Lis apostles, be ye wise as serpents and 


' . . 
barmless as doves. Remember the interrogation of our 
‘Lord to Peter, **lovest thou me?? If you can an- 


nothing of man but what would for his highest bappi- | swer from the beart, ‘* yea, Lord, thou Knowest that | 


nes. It prohibits nothing, but what would be for his 
Injury. Many have been made better, never was one 
made worse for believing and obeying the commands 
of Jesus Christ. Many have lamented their neglect of 
the bible on a dying bed, but I never heard of one in a 
dying bour, who was sorry that he had obeyed the gos- 
Pel of Jesus Christ. In the life of Christ we may see 


the perfection the Bible recommends and promotes. 
The Earl of Rochester, laying bis hand on the Bible 
Would say, ‘* there is true philosophy. 


This is the 


love thee,” then you have one most essential qualifica- 
tion for feeding bie sheep and lambs. When Jesus chose 
and ordained his ministers, he bid them go and bring 
forth fruit; but he informed them that as the branch 
could vot bear fruit of itself, except it ebode in the 
vine, no more could they, except they abode in him.— 
Like the ancient disciples, the ministers of Christ have 
reason to pray, Lord increase our faith. To endure 
hardness as ceod soldiers of Christ, it is necessary that 











bis ministers: bave on the whole armor of God. 


And nothing but aq 
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When we contemplate the greatness of the work of 
the gospel ministry, we may with propriety exclaim, — 
who is sufficient for these things? But we are encour- 
aged to come boldly to the throne of grace, that we 
may obtain mercy and find grace to kelp in time of 
need. If any man lack wisdom let bim ask of God 
who giveth to all men liberally and upbraideth not. 

The ministers of the gospel, should determine with 
Paul not to know any thing among their people, but 
Christ and him crucified ; for he is the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that believeth. Though 
the Lord's priests should be clothed with salvation, yet, 
like the apostle, knowing the terrors of the Lord they 
should persuade men. The gospel not only encourages’ 
the hopes of the desponding, but contwsins those truths, 
which are designed to awaken the fears of the careless 
and ungodly. Ministers like Paul, will declare that 
destruction and misery are in (he way of the wicked ; 
and that tribulation and anguish is upon every soul of 
inan that doeth evil; as well as that glory, honor and 
peace shal} be to him that worketh good. 

You will endeavor to come to the people in the ful- 
ness of the blessing of the gospel of Chrst. You will 
beseech men to become reconciled to God, becanse 
God is in Christ reconciling the world unto himself.-- 
You wili call upon men every where to repent, because 
Jesus is exalted to give repentance and remission of 
sins. You will pray, and give thenks for ail men, for 
God will have all men to be saved and come to the 
knowledge of the truth. 

You will carefully read Paul’s epistles to Timothy 
and Titus. There you will find the doties, the dan- 
gers, and the encouragements of a gospel minister.— 
The instructions contained in this portion of scripture, 
are adapted to al! times, places, characters and condi- 
tions of the church and its ministers. Let the words 
of Christ and his apostles, be a light to your feet, and 
a lamp to your path. Make the Bible the man of your 
council, rather than the systems and creeds of men.— 
Use all the means within your reach, to guin a clear, 
correct and consisient view of the gospel of Christ, 
which proclaims peace on earth and good will to mem 
Prove all things, bold fast that which is good. 

In meekness instruct those that oppose themselves, 
if peradventare God may, (by you as an instrument, ) 
give them repentance, to the acknowledging of the 
troth. Remember that the grace of God which bring- 
eth salvation to all men, teacheth us to deny all un- 
godliness, ard worldly lusts, (o live soberly, righteously 
and godly in this present world. 

I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Je- 
sus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead ot 
his appearing, and his kingdom, presch the word, be 
instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, ex- 
hort with all long cuflering aud doctrine. Watch 
thou ip all things, endure #fllictions, do the work of an 
evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry. Then you 
may say with Pan) et the close of life, | have fonght a 
good fight, I have Gnished my course, | have kept the 
faith.. Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord the righteous Judge shall 
give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all 
them also that love his appearing. 

——t | Ds 
Right Hand of Fellowship, 


BY REV. THOMAS WHITTEMORE, OF CAMBRIDGE, 


My Brother,—Our Lord and Master, when on earth, 
commanded bis disciples to ** go iuto all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature.”” ‘The high design 
and certain end of this gospel is the salvetion of alk’ 
mankind. The command of Jesus undoubtedly ex- 
tends to al) the ministers of his word, amd is as obliga- 
tory upon them now, as it was when it was given.--- 
Their labors then should all tend to the establishment 
of one gospel, yiz. good tidings of salvation from God 
to man. Every inferior subject and object should te 
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‘Jost in this, The better to promote the great work in 
which they are engaged, the ministering servants of 
Jesus should constantly culfi.ate a union of feeling. — 
They should take a mutual interest in each other's. 


welfare, and possess a mutual desire for each other's | 


improvement and usefulness. Every means which is 


calculated to create and cherish these should be used; 


and any thing teuding to destroy or weaken them> 


should be carefully avoided. 
As a public‘act, the ceremony which we are now to 


perform fs sanctioned by the high authority of the } 


primitive apostles. When James, Cephas, and Jobn | 
perceived the grace that was given unto Paul, they | 
gave (o him and Barnabus the right band of fellowship. | 

We believe, my brother, that you are qualified to) 
preach the gospel. God has called you in the morn-| 
ing of your life to the work of the ministry. And as | 
the council convened on this occasion believe that he 
has given you grace and strength, and willingness for, 
the work, they have directed me to present you the | 
nsval token of christian fellowship. Receive my rig!t | 
hand. | offer this testimonial of fraternal me tones 
and love, in behalf of-this council, of the Genera] Con- 
vention of Universalists, of the society over which | am | 
You will re- 





placed, and of myseif as an individual, 
ceive it as a pledge of our regard and respect—as an | 


{ 


assurance that we shal] rejoice in your eign a 


mourn in your sorrows, and pray for your welfare. We 
promise by this to render you all the assistance in our | 
power. It will be a great pleasure to us to see your | 
knowledge, and faith and love increasing with your, 
years. We shall be always willing to give you our | 
counsel and adsice, and as these duties will be mutual, 
so the benefits derived from them will be mutual also. | | 
Prospects now, my brother, are very encouraging.— 
Too many years, darkness has covered the earth, and | 
gross darkness the people. But the sun of truth in hi tis | 
own glory has been seen to arise, 
He is now almost at his meridian } 


His course has been | 
steady and glorious. 
from which he never will go down. 
before him, and Las now almost hidden its head as we | 


You and | come into the ministry at an| 


Error has flown | 


hope forever. 
auspicions period. ‘The storm of persecution has spent 
itself, and the clouds are dispersing. We have the 

benefit of the exertions of those who have gone before 

us. Some of them are already sunk in death, and | 
upon the heads of others the frost of old age is seen, — 

Our worthy brother who has spoken to us this after- | 
noon, has given to the world the fruit of his labors. — 
He has been a means in some measure of rescuing the 
truth from the hands of its enemies. Let us benefit 
ourselves by what our predecessors in the ministry 
have done. Let us improve our minds, 
** grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ.” 

[ cannot but remind you at this time of the great 
importance of christian fellowship, especially among 
the ministers of the gospel. Without it we shal] in 
great measure Jabor in vain and speud our strength for 
naught. The act in which we are engaged will be 
worse than useless, unless we mutually regard it as a 
solemn pledge of our fellowship to one another, to be 
interrupted and broken by notbing but unchristian con- 
duct, which is disobedience to the commands of Christ. 
Let us then, ** walk worthy of the vocation wherewith 
we are called, with all Jowliness and meekness, with 
long suffering, forbearing one another in love, endeav- 
ering to keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of 
peace.”” 

» May your labors be blessed to this society ; and may 
they increase in numbers, knowledge, and union. May 
they strengthen your hands, and comfort your heart, 
and may you live 40 a good old age, and have the dis- 


that we may 





| Magazine. 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


‘tinguished satisfaction of Jooking back upon. your life 
with more than ordinary sensations of gratitude and 
‘approbation. 
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When man believes that Heaven’s Lord, 
Who, by his own omnific word, 

Created earth and sea, 
Has, by decree, as fix’d as fate, 
Determined each man’s final state, 

¥rom al] eternity :— 


When he believes that this decree 

Dooms half mankind to misery, 
From which they cannot fly ;— 

Uncertain whether he be one 

Whom God has chosen in his Son,— 
How dreadful "tls to die! 


When man believes his future bliss 
Depends on any work of bis, 

Ere life’s short race be run; 
And that the glorious, heav’nly prize, 
Een happiness beyond the skies, 

By works is lost, or won; 


If he an eye of mem’ry cast 
On days gone by, and moments past, 
And all his sins desery ;— 
Much doubting, whether, by his strife, 
He has deserv’d eternal life,— 
How fearful ’tis to die! 


But when his mind can comprehend 

The love of his Almighty Friend, 
E‘en that eternal Love 

That gave bim being; and has fed 

His soul, thus Jong, wii heav’nly bread— 
The spirit from above ; 


When he reflects, that God did send 
His Son from heaven, to commend 
His love to Adam’s race; 
To teach them, that his holy will 
Was—ev'ry hungry soul to fill 
With everlasting grace ; 


When he reflects, that God has said, 
That all the nations he has made 
Shall worship him alone ; 
And ev’ry kindred, ev'ry tribe, 
To Him, shall power and might ascribe, 
And knee! before his throne ; 


When he, through revelation’s light, 
Discerns those readms of glory bright, 
Where dwell the saints on high ;— 
When he, through living faith, can claim 
Eternal life in Jesus’ name,— 
How glorious "tis to die! 


p—-——-. 
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ANOTHER CONVERSION IN THE 
MINISTRY. 


The Rev. Mr. BeLFour, who has been for several 
years a Baptist minister in Charlestown, Mass. hee re- 
cently become a Universalist. On the last Sabbath 
morning, he made an avowal of his sentiments to bis 
congregation. The friends of Universal Grace and 
Salvation cannot but be thankful for this valuable ac- 
quisition to the number of those who proclaim eternal 
life sure in Christ Jesus for all mankind. Mr, Belfour 
is the learned author of the Lelters to Prof. Stuart, 
which appeared some time since in the Universalist 
Signed * An luquirer after Truth.” 









INS TALLATION. 


The Rev. Davip PickERtNc will be Installed Pas- 
tor of the First Universalist Society in Providence, Rt. 
,on Wednesday next, (4th June.) Sermon by the Rey, 
Mr. Bisbe, of Brookfield, Mass. Services to commence 
3 o'clock, P.M. Ministering Brethren, who can find 
it convenient are invited to attend. 
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ZO OUR SUBSCRIBERS 


We once more request our de- 


linquent subscribers tu forward the amount which they 
owe for the Magazine. The present volume is now 
nearly completed, and the Publisher is anxious to make 
some ituprovement in the paper, if the receipts shall be 
sufficient to enable him. Brethren, a word to the wise 
is sufficient. 

In future a deduction of Fifty Cents from the present 
price, will be made to all those who pay in advance. 
Those who pay within the first three months of the 
volume, will be considered as paying in advance. 
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On Patience. 


Amidst this trying, snffering scene, where cares and 
wants attend us, what shall support, and make it ap- 
pear that God is our friend in all his dispensations of 
providence? Patience must possess our soule, until 
the Lord manifest himself, and cheer onr spirits and 
bless our hearts with his comforting presence, Itis for 
this reason, that Patience is called a perfect work. It 
brings us to subinit to, frust in, and wait upon the 
Lord. 

When Job was stripped of earthly joys, and sorely 
| oppressed with woes, patience was the best antidote to 

his troubled mind. ** We have heard of the patience 
| of Job,” let us in all our troubles think of him, and fol 
low his example. 

Patience wiil enable us to beara heavy load, while 
on the Lord we trust; and along the tiresome road of 
human life, it will belp us to turn our sorrows into 
blessings. 

A murmuring, repining spirit, increases our grief, 
and mingles gall with our vinegar. But patience con- 
trols our sorrows, and gives relief to the mind, whea 
we cannot effect a change in our outward circum- 
stances. 

One title given our Father in heaven is, ** the God 
of Patience.” He bears long with his creatures, whe 
disobey his commands. May his grace enable us te 
endure patiently the sufferings, which we have meriied 
by our sins, and which he inflicts upon us for our 
good. SEEK TRUTH. 














ANECDOTE. 

A Mr. W. an Universalist Preacher having delivered 
a lectere in a town, which he had visited for the first 
time; ap elderly lady who had attended the meeting, 
commenced an attack at the close of the sermon, and 
with great zeal opposed the sentiments which had been 
delivered embracing the salvation of all men. Aftet 
some little altercation she made the following inquifY- 
Do yon, Sir, believe in future punishment? Yes mad- 
am Ido. Well! Well!! said the old lady, that is bet- 





ter than uotbing ! !—Rel. Inquirer, 
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a tie. 





